Caregiver’s Christmas Shut-In Project
The Lutheran Church

of the
Incarnate Word COOKIES ARENEEDED FOR OUR CHRISTMAS SHUT-IN PROJECT. Our
597 East Avenue Homebound Members are so appreciative of receiving a box of
Rochester, NY 14607 Christmas cookies and being remembered by their church family at this

special time of year. Please bake 3-4 dozen cookies (or whatever your
recipe makes) to fill the festive boxes decorated by our Sunday School.
No peanut butter cookies please (as they flavor all the other cookies).
Please bring the cookies to church by 10:30 a.m. on Friday, December
2" — they can be put in the church’s freezer ahead of time but make  christrnas Shutin Project
Building Our Future I the (ity for Good sure to label them for “Shut-In Project.”

November 2011 We also need HELP TO PACKAGE these cookies on Friday, December 2" at 11 a.m. — join us and

Volume 33. Issue 10 share the Christmas spirit!
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Advent Gathering - December 4

Welcome this season of Advent expectation and joy with our

Annual Advent Gathering, Sunday, December 4", following

worship. Our celebration begins immediately following the

worship service with a mini Advent organ recital by Michael Unger.

He will perform Johann Sebastian Bach's Six Schiibler Chorales, a

published set of organ works from 1748/1749, late in Bach's life.

A EE’)E i— ) These works are based on chorales which recent scholars have

agflerzn g linked to texts sung during Advent when Bach was working in

Leipzig in the middle of the eighteenth century. Beginning with his

famous setting of Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme (“Wake, O

Wake”), each of the chorales are Bach's own transcriptions of cantata movements he composed
earlier in his life. All are welcome!

A potluck lunch will follow the recital. And then it’s on to crafts, music by the LYO kids, and carol
singing. It will be a wonderful time for the entire family!

There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the hallway by the coat racks. Please sign up if you
are planning to attend. Advent is a glorious season, and our gathering will be a wonderful way for
everyone to join together to celebrate!
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Calling all Children and Youth!

he Teroll

As in previous years, the 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service of
Lessons and Carols (Saturday, December 24) will be led by the
children and youth of our congregation. All young people are invited
and encouraged to participate. We will have an open rehearsal on
Saturday, December 17" from 1:00-3:00 pm. that will include a
pizza lunch. Please confirm with Michael Unger
(michaelunger@hotmail.com) or Pastor Joanne
(joannestewart@frontiernet.net) if the children or youth in your Christmas Eve
family are able to participate. Please join us for a meaningful and fun Lessons & Carols Rehearsal
celebration of the birth of Christ.



mailto:michaelunger@hotmail.com
mailto:joannestewart@frontiernet.net

Pastor’s Corner
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“Look, the young woman is with child and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel” which means “God is with us.”

Advent. The season of expectation and preparation. The
season of light breaking through the darkness of our lives.
The season of Emmanuel, God promising to be with us
intimately and physically. What does it mean when we
say that God draws near to us and is with us, is our
Emmanuel? The following is an excerpt from the book,
Earthly Good: Seeing Heaven on Earth by Martha Sterne,
an Episcopal priest from Maryville, Tennesee. Perhaps the
best way to see God in our midst is through our children’s
eyes.

“Where is God? was the question.

Where is God? she asked them, forty of the kids in our
parish from eighteen months to sixteen years. Where is
God? the painter asked. Tell me and we’ll paint a chasuble
for the priest to wear at the altar. Tell me where God is and
we’ll make a garment out of your telling, a garment fit to
wear as we thank God for all our blessings. So tell me
where God is.

They answered in crayon masterpieces and whispered
stories and giggles and deep theology and even Play-doh.
And they pointed to themselves, to each other, to their
hearts and one two-year-old to the bottom of her shoes thus
echoing Paul Tillich’s acclaimed assessment that God is the
ground of all being.

And they said, well, God’s in our hills, so she drew the
hills. And God’s in the colors, so she drew them. And
God’s in the wind and the wind is hard to draw, but she
drew it. And God’s in the flowers and the sun and the
moon. And they told her to remember the moon has
different faces. One child said God is in the black holes in
space, even there, and in the night and the day. And
somebody said God’s on Saturn, which is there somewhere
on that chasuble, ringed in red.

And the glory of God, our children told us, is in the animals
we love—our dogs and cats, our parrots, our ponies.
Somebody said, well, don’t forget God made pigs too. And
woolly sheep. And in the wild. God’s glory is in the wild
in great apes and giraffes and butterflies and even a bat...

Two boys thought to themselves, we’ll draw the animals
that kill, the predators, and we just bet they won’t get in
this where-is-God thing. But when they took the fierce
drawing to the painter, she said, oh, just what I need, just
right, just so. For God’s glory is in the fierceness of
things—they already know that, our kids, so we don’t have
to deny fierceness. God’s glory is even in death, in the
cycle and circle of life and death and life again.

Matthew 1:23

And (my personal favorite) there’s a snake biting a
hippopotamus on the bottom, and the hippo looks like he’s
squealing like mad. So God’s in the sound of things
also—our squeals of indignation and our songs and wistful
murmurs and declarations of the heart. God is in it all, us
all, for we are there too, on that chasuble, filled with the
glory of God. Our children seem to know that we are part
of the big, gracious and lively household of God.

And you know what else our children know? We are not at
the center; we are just dancers in the dance. But we are the
dancers who step outside the dance of creation and know,
sing, paint, tell. We are the ones who step outside the
dance and know the glory of God is shot through it all.

One of my parishioners told me that ‘faith’ had always
been about doing one’s duty and going to church and sitting
through boring sermons and enduring pledge drives. And
then one day—through the love of friends and the beauty of
the world around us and the nourishment of the Body and
the Blood—one day the realization came. My God, it’s not
me doing my duty that saves me, it’s grace all over and
around me—grace of God every breath, every taste, every
touch. All this time ‘faith’ had meant being bored to death
by religiosity; and instead, faith is about the glory of God
dancing in all of creation. It’s about the mighty grace of
God relentlessly following us, leading us through life, in
death, even beyond death to new life in Christ who draws
creation to himself so that at the last we are, all of us, all
there is, dwelling at peace in the glory of God.

So if you go to church to do your duty, forget it. The
children know better. They know that the glory of God fills
all of creation—the light and the dark, the gentle and the
fierce, the air and the water, the cosmos and the microcosm.
And that death is not the last word, glory be to God. The
last word we have from God is Life. The tomb is not the
end. The tomb is, in the end, finally empty. Creation
dancing knows that. And we, who think we know so much
and really know so little, through the grace of God in Christ
Jesus, can know that too.

Just ask the kids.”

This wondrous season, join me in the dance of Advent, the
dance of expectation and preparation, the dance of God
With Us.

Peace,
Pastor Joanne
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Building Our Future  In the City for Good

Capital Campaign Update

As we approach the liturgical season of Advent, the season
of active waiting and hopeful anticipation, we actively wait
and anticipate the completion of phase one of our renovation
projects here at 597 East Ave.

Recall that just two years ago, our grounds were torn up as
drainage repairs and upgrades were undertaken. In the past
eighteen months, our sanctuary roof has undergone a
complete and total replacement. With all the necessary
demolition, it was hard to imagine that our grounds would
ever return to the pristine beauty for which they had been
known for so many years.

And if that were not enough, just this past spring, the inside
renovation phase began. Weeks upon long weeks of
asbestos abatement and ensuing abatement complications put
everyone’s patience to the test. But even that phase
thankfully came to an end.

Since the end of August, renovations to our narthexes,
kitchen and Sunday School spaces have progressed to the
point where finishing touches are now being applied and a
time to celebrate and dedicate those spaces is in sight.
Though the professionals of Frank J. Marianacci Inc. and
Bero Architecture have been flawless in their work with us,
we are tremendously indebted to the vast number of
Incarnate Word volunteers, affectionately known as the
“Sweat Equity Team”. Never in the history of our
congregation, have so many come out and given so much of
their time all at once. The fantastic Sweat Equity Team was

Jesse Tree

made up of the following people:

Ellen Larson, Arlene & Jim Gashlin, Mike & Andrew
Frauens, Judy Jones, Jeff, Kiera & John Ulreich, Joanne
Lembach, Ed Easton & Dave Gross, Maxine Nelson, Bob
Benz, Kim Watts, Tom & Emily McCall, John Matteson,
Linda Erle, Ernie Sulouff, Kelley & Jonathan Madden, Dana
Mclver, Bill Schweinfurth, Linda Northrup, Gary Caldwell,
Bruce Holmquist, Donna Bott, Ed & Ginny Lepkowski, Jean
Weber, and Krestie Utech.

From this list we especially thank Linda Northrup, Tom
McCall, Krestie Utech and Arlene Gashlin for their
leadership in organizing and implementing the efforts of this
team. It is without a doubt that this Sweat Equity Team
saved our congregation between $10,000 and $15,000.
When you see any of these great folks, please join us in
expressing gratitude for their hard work and dedication to a
job well done.

Though we begin to see the time when phase one of our
renovations will come to completion, we eagerly look ahead
to future renovations, including one day adding the already
envisioned dedicated space for our great choir and large,
multi-purposed gathering space.

Thank you to all who continue to walk with us on this
journey, in the city for good.

Peace in Christ,
Pastor Doug

Once again in this season of Advent, the Outreach Funding Team invites you to be a part of our

Jesse Tree ministry. The “leaves” of the tree, located in the southwest entryway during Advent,
suggest items which may be donated to various charities and ministries. This year we invite you to
make donations to any of the following: All day unlimited bus passes for the Rochester Area
Interfaith Hospitality Network (RAIHN); the Community Arts Academy; personal hygiene

items for the Mustard Seed Kitchen; Isaiah House; AIDS Rochester and LCLC Camperships.

Jesse Tree

We ask that all gifts be returned to church by Thursday, December 22",
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Advent Lessons & Carols

Join us on Sunday, December 11" at 7:00 p.m. for the Service of Advent Lessons and Carols.
Our annual service combines the Advent scriptures with familiar hymns, carols, organ music and
vocal and choral works sung by the soloists and Senior and Youth choirs. The music will include
Francesco Durante's exuberant setting of the Magnificat, complete with a chamber string ensemble.
Advent Lessons & Carols A festive reception will follow the service. All are welcome!

Adult Forum Schedule

Joinus Sunday at 11 a.m. in the auditorium by the stage for a variety of great presentations that are informative, entertaining,
and sometimes even a bit challenging. Please contact Pastor Joanne if you have ideas for future Adult Forum topics.
December 4  Organ Recital immediately following the service, to be followed by the Advent Gathering
December 11  Bible Study of the Gospel of Mark (week 1) led by Pastor Joanne
December 18 Bible Study of the Gospel of Mark (week 2) led by Pastor Joanne
December 25  Christmas Day — No Sunday Forum

Women’s News

UpcoMING WELCA EVENTS:

» CHURCH WOMEN UNITED - Advent Celebration & Annual Meeting, Friday, December 2"* at 9:15 a.m. at St.
John’s Meadows, Chestnut Court, 2" Bldg. 1 Johnsarbor Dr. W (14620). A $3 registration fee will be collected at the
door. The topic will be “A Light to the Nations.” Please bring a brown bag lunch (beverages and desserts will be
provided). Attendees are also invited to share in the collection of diapers to support the work of Sanctuary House.

» ADVENT GATHERING on Saturday, December 3" at 10 a.m. at St. Paul’s in Pittsford. Registration ($3) at 9:30 a.m.
Please bring hats and mittens for Maggie’s Kids. Half of the monetary offering will go to the Pittsford Food Cupboard.
The program will be about Christmas Carols - their history and our singing. Call Shari (334-7393) for reservations.

Quilt Raffle to Benefit Isaiah House
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It is still possible to purchase a raffle ticket for the quilt to benefit Isaiah House. It is called “A -
Rose is a Rose . . .” It is hand appliquéd and hand quilted, queen size (81 x 94), made by
Christine Wickert (Monika Andrew’s sister) in 2001 waiting for this opportunity to be of service!
If you are interested in purchasing raffle tickets ($2 for one ticket, $5 for three tickets), please
send a check, made out to Isaiah House and sent to Christine at 94 Camberley Place, Penfield,
NY 14526, along with your contact information including your phone number. She will fill out ﬁ
your ticket(s) and put them in the ticket pool (please purchase your ticket by the beginning of
December). The winning raffle ticket will be pulled some time before Christmas 2011. Youneed
not be present to win. For information about the Isaiah House go to theisaiahhouse.org.
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Equal Exchange (Fair Trade)

On Sunday, November 20", EQuAL EXCHANGE fair trade coffee, tea, almonds, hot cocoa mix and chocolate
are being sold! This Thanksgiving, let's include our Thanks for the Dominican Republic Health Care ministry.
This ministry has blessed so many people who would otherwise not have health care. All profit from the sale
of these delicious fair trade products goes to help support this important ministry. Thank You!!

Exchange
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LYO December News

Many thanks to all the LYO for their help in selling pies to benefit Habitat for Humanity, and for serving the meal at RIT for the
students of the Lutheran Campus Ministry. It is certainly a joy to serve with these vibrant, talented and generous young people!

December will be a busy month for us as well:

» On December 3™, the youth will help to serve the Lutefisk Dinner. The challenge still exists that for anyone who eats
asignificant amount of lutefisk (meaning more than a miniscule crumb!), Pastor Joanne will make a donation to the LYO
travel fund. So be brave — take a risk — and raise your forkful of lutefisk!

» On December 4", following worship, we welcome Advent with our Annual Advent Gathering for the entire
congregation. There will be crafts for all ages, a potluck dinner, and a chance to show off your talents. See Pastor
Joanne if you would like to share some music during the carol singing and talent show.

» Saturday, December 10" is a red-letter day for parents of youngsters at Incarnate Word. The LYO is hosting a Parents’
Day Out from 2 to 5 p.m. Parents may drop off their kids, ages 3 through grade 5, and spend an afternoon out, while
our wonder LYO kids do the babysitting. Crafts, snacks and a movie will be included. Donations may be made to the
LYO travel account to help with the expenses for upcoming trips to Washington, D.C. and to the Dominican Republic.

» Finally, on December 18", following worship, the LYO will stay at church for lunch, then head to St. John’s Home
to help transport residents for worship.

There is a lot happening for our young people. As always, all youth in grades 6 through 12 are invited to be a part of LYO.
Please see Pastor Joanne or Pastor Doug for more information.

LYO Bike Trip

The LYO raised $945 for Isaiah House. Unfortunately, the weather did not cooperate and we were not
able to complete the Bike Trip. However, we will do the trip in the spring, as soon as the weather clears.
The $945 has been sent to Isaiah House!

Bike Trip
for Isaiah House

Thank You

The Lutheran Campus Ministry of Rochester housed at RIT wants to thank Incarnate Words' youth group for preparing and
hosting a meal for RIT students on November 13" and also, Kim Byers for helping Patty Elliott in September. Patty Elliott
and other board members did an Oktoberfest meal for the RIT students on October 16™. An early thank you to Emily McCall
and Kim Byers for doing a Sunday in December. All of the college students are enjoying the meals that they have received
so far. If any of the members of Incarnate Word are interested in providing a meal for the college students in 2012 please
contact Patty Elliott at 585-581-5768 or e-mail her with dates that you are available and she will make sure your date is saved.
Thank you all!

RAIHN NEWS

» COOKBOOKS FOR SALE!! — RATHN-Y DAY COOKBOOKS are now available. There are
recipes from all the faith communities involved in the Rochester Area Interfaith Hospitality
Network, as well as statements about the various communities. They are available Sunday, R IH
November 27" from Dana Mclver for the mere sum of $15 ($10 of which is a contribution 4
to RAIHN). If you need them sooner, just call Dana (330-0085).

» A reminder about SHOP ‘TiL YOou DrROP on Monday, November 28" from 6-9 p.m. at Pittsford Plaza. Participating
stores donating 10%-20% of the evening's proceeds to RAIHN are One World Goods, Hobby House Toys, Irish and
Celtic Imports, and Stefan Otter.
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The Community Arts Academy

Miswe Eromhe The Community Arts Academy is celebrating its TENTH anniversary on June 7,2012. We are
Community Arts Academy very excited that CAA has offered opportunities for school-age students in the city of Rochester to
a explore the arts in a variety of after-school activities. Eight of our students have gone on to the

. School of the Arts. In our 10 years, our student population has gone up and down — we began with
g 10 students — and the economy has certainly gone up and down.

The county is no longer providing reimbursements to low-income families for child-care. This year
in particular, we have had many requests for scholarships, which we have tried to honor. These
scholarships maintain our diversity, but also require additional funding for their support.

CAA has applied to the Fred and Floy Willmott Foundation for Matching Funds for up to $3,000
for our Annual Fund. Last year we raised 90% of our $3,000 goal. Your investment, large or small
will help us reach that goal this year.

A huge thank you to the Lutheran Church of the Incarnate Word for all you encouragement and support. We hope you will
mark you calendars and plan to join us for our Spring Fling on June 7 as we celebrate our 10 years of operation.

Christmas Memorials may be made to any of the church’s funds. Some of these funds are: Altar
Fund, Dominican Republic Healthcare Project, Endowment Fund, Greater Incarnate Word, Healing
Handiworkers, Library, Martha Guild, Music Capital Improvement, Music Series, Mustard Seed
. Kitchen, Outreach Funding, RAIHN, or Video Ministry. Please use the form below and be sure to
%rzstma designate the fund

emoriaLs :

Members and friends of Incarnate Word are also invited to sign-up for poinsettia plants to
decorate the church during the Christmas season (plants are to remain in the church thru January
15™). You may sign-up by using this form; the cost is $8 per plant and the deadline is DECEMBER 11"™.,
A maximum of 45 plants will be ordered. Donations beyond that will be placed in the Flower Fund to
offset the expense of other Christmas decorations.

PLEASE USE THIS FORM TO ORDER POINSETTIA PLANTS OR TO DONATE TO A SPECIFIC FUND.
The listing will be included in the next Scroll.

In Memory of

OR In Honor of

By (your name)

# of Plants ($8/plant) Env. # Amount of Donation Enclosed $

OR Memorial Fund

The deadline is Sunday, December 11",



Parish Notes

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO:

Dawn, Jon and Elsa Lindboom on the death of Greta on November 14",

SAVE THE DATE

Page 7

Chili Cook-Off, raising funds for ELCA World Hunger, on Sunday, January 15" after the service. All are welcome
to cook and/or to taste!

MUSTARD SEED KITCHEN VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR DECEMBER 315!

What a great way to welcome in the New Year - help serve dinner at the Mustard Seed Kitchen on New Year’s Eve!!

OFFERING ENVELOPE REMINDER

A reminder that only offerings received in the December 25" Unified offering envelope will go toward your Unified
Pledge. Offerings received in the “Christmas” Offering envelope will go toward the Holiday Offering (you will still
get credit for it, but it will NOT apply to your pledge).

INVITATIONS

You'rRE INVITED! Beginning November 27" there will be beautiful invitations available for your use in inviting friends
and neighbors to our Advent, Christmas and Epiphany services. Be generous in their use - there are great services

planned!

December Worship Assistants

Date December 4 December 11 December 18 December 24 Christmas Day
Advent 2 Advent 3 Advent 4 Christmas Eve
Scriptures Isaiah 40:1-11, Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11, 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16, Isaiah 9:2-7,
2 Peter 3:8-15a, 1 Thessalon. 5:16-24, Romans 16:25-27, Titus 2:11-14,
Mark 1:1-8 John 1:6-8, 19-28 Luke 1:26-38 Luke 2:1-14
Lector Ray Rock Anne Luebke Donna Bott 11 pm - Jonathan Trost
Christel Thielmann
Prayers Elizabeth Phillips Ann Cefalu Catherine Smith 11 pm - Tom Madden Jonathan Trost

Communion

Donna Bott, Sue Rock,
Richard Byers, Ann Cefalu

Elsa Lindboom, Jonathan
Madden, Margret Roberts,

Doug Uhazie, Ethan
Madden, Kirsten Frauens,

11 pm — Donna Holtz,
Joanne Lembach, Lisa

Eila Harkonen-Hart

Dana Mclver

Arlene Gashlin

Assistants Ulrika Davidsson Lizzie Stewart Frauens, Margret Roberts
Aco|yte Elsa Lindboom Kirsten Frauens Scott Bagley 7 pm - Elsa Lindboom,
11 pm - lan Stewart
Crucifer Scott Bagley lan Stewart Claire Dickerson 7 p.m. Ethan Madden
11 p.m. J. Madden
Bread Baker Deb Wahl Ingrid Mikk Kelly Madden
Communion Emily McCall Carol Dieruff Joanne Lembach 11 pm - Jeanette Keim

Marcia Lewis, Ed & Donna
Bott, Patty Elliott

Donna Kocienski, Karen
Gagie

David Uhazie, John
Matteson, Michael Frauens

Preparers
Hosts Ed & Ginny Lepkowski Maxine Nelson David & Lori Uhazie Richard & Kim Byers
Margret Roberts
Ushers Ray & Sue Rock, Bob & Jim Fuehrer, Gary Caldwell, John Callard, Jim Gashlin, Jill O’'Mara, Jack

Pickering, Steven
Spring, Jonathan
Trost, Pat Fuehrer

Council in Office

Tom Madden

Carol Matteson

Elva Mikk

Fellowship Hour

Eila Harkonen-Hart,
Joanne Lembach

Ed & Ginny Lepkowski

Youth Group




Telephone: (585) 244-6065
Fax: (585) 244-5480
E-Mail: iwlc@frontiernet.net
Web Site: www.incarnatewordelca.org

Music Web Site: www.iwmusic.org

The Rev. Joanne Stewart, Pastor
The Rev. Douglas Stewart, Pastor

The Rev. Robert Wennerstrom, Pastor Emeritus

Michael Unger, Director of Music

"] will praise the name

al God with a somg;
I will magnify him

with thanksgiving."
LMl 6530, NIV

DECEMBER CALENDAR

Thursday, December 1
Friday, December 2

11:00 am Christmas Shut-In Project
Saturday, December 3

10:00 am 1% Communion Meeting

Sunday, December 4 (Advent 2)
9:30 am Holy Communion
10:45 am Sunday School
10:45 am Organ Recital
12:00 pm Advent Gathering Pot Luck
Monday, December 5
Tuesday, December 6
Wednesday, December 7
7:30 pm Senior Choir
Thursday, December 8
Friday, December 9
Saturday, December 10
10:00 am Lessons & Carols Rehearsal
2:00 pm LYO - Parents Day Out
& LYO Gift Exchange

Sunday, December 11 (Advent 3)
9:30 am Holy Communion
10:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Adult Education
11:30 am Youth Choir
7:00 pm Advent Lessons & Carols
Monday, December 12
7:00 pm Church Council Meeting
Tuesday, December 13
7:00 pm Handiworkers Meeting
Wednesday, December 14
7:30 pm Senior Choir
Thursday, December 15
Friday, December 16
Saturday, December 17
1:00 pm Christmas Eve Rehearsal

Sunday, December 18 (Advent 4)
9:30 am Holy Communion
10:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Adult Education
11:30 am Youth Choir
1:00 pm LYO help at St. John’s Home

Monday, December 19
Tuesday, December 20
Wednesday, December 21
7:30 pm Senior Choir
Thursday, December 22
Friday, December 23
Office Closed
Saturday, December 24 (Christmas Eve)
7:00 pm Lessons & Carols
10:30 pm Special Music Begins
11:00 pm Candlelight Communion Service

Sunday, December 25 (Christmas Day)
10:00 am Lessons & Carols

Monday, December 26

Office Closed

Tuesday, December 27
Wednesday, December 28
Thursday, December 29

Friday, December 30

Saturday, December 31

5:00 pm Mustard Seed Kitchen


mailto:iwlc@frontiernet.net
http://www.incarnatewordelca.org
http://www.iwmusic.org
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